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Bartow Academyôs Teacher of the Year 

This yearôs Teacher of the Year is a highly qualified teacher who is always willing to use new 

ideas or information in the classroom. The TOY is very cognizant of the needs of the students 

and spends countless hours of planning time after hours and with his team to ensure that 

teaching methods and content are of the highest standard. The TOY is one of the first to jump 

on board in the use of new technology and has attended numerous professional development 

opportunities outside of school. The TOY is patient, kind and extremely fair to all students. 

He has gone the extra mile to take classes on Lego robotics over the summer in order to 

become the First Lego League coach for BEA. He also searched out a partnership with Publix 

last year to help promote our citizenship award ceremony. Because of his initiative, Publix 

donated money that was used to offset the cost of the awards. He is not only active during the 

school day, but also tutors after school, serves as science fair coordinator, and provides entertainment for charity functions 

such as Relay for Life. He is an all around fabulous teacher and wonderful asset to our school. 

Congratulations Mr. Brady Draper!  

This yearôs NEY of the year is loved by all students, staff and parents. The NEY is more than 

willing to participate in any special event or fundraiser and has a positive, supportive attitude. 

He is always willing to lend a hand to any teacher in need of heavy-lifting, or a soft hand 

with a child who is struggling. Our NEY is an excellent role model to the students and lives 

by his strong values and high morals. He has been known to check in on classrooms at times 

and assist students in their learning experiences. He also does odd jobs that many may not be 

aware of like laminating thousands of tiny cards for Kindergarten and serving as the front 

sign technician. He is a professional and always does what is right for the students. He is 

finishing up a Bachelorôs degree, has stepped in to assist with the Lego League team, and has 

taken care of ñoldò coach during his recovery from knee surgery. Our NEY of the year is  

respected and loved by all students, staff and parents.  

     Congratulations Coach Jason Howell! 

Bartow Academyôs Non-Instructional Employee of the Year  



Teachers and staff at BEA have been working hard to implement Science, Technology, Engineering and Math into their 

curriculum.   

Our kindergarteners designed their own pooper scoopers to solve the messy clean-up problem that some of our furry 

friends leave behind.  They also built structures, homes, that could withstand the wind of the ñBig Bad Teacherò . 

1st Grade students, after learning about their five senses, created a mask that could alter your sense of smell and then 

determine when that mask would be needed in the real world. 

2nd Grade culminated their weather unit by becoming mechanical engineers and constructing a windmill sail to 

determine if the sail was able to carry a ñloadò  across the water and determine how the wind affected its  trajectory. 

3rd grade  has been hard at work building robotic hands out of household items and constructing geodesic gumdrop 

domes in math and social studies.  

4th grade students completed their unit on government and were given the opportunity to solve a real-world voting 

problem in Polk County.  They created promotional banners using Microsoft  Publisher that could be used to increase 

voter turnout during elections.  During their unit on space and planets, the students have also been hard at work  

designing  new and improved spacesuits  for astronauts.   

5th Grade students spent the beginning of the year  learning all about the Rainforest  and how to decrease their  

carbon footprint.   In math they constructed tools that could be used to measure tress in the rainforest.   

STEM IS IN FULL SWING AT BEA 
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69 new Dell Computers 

for student laptop carts, 

STEM lab and teachers. 

A new portable laptop cart for the 

STEM Lab for Mrs. Hughes to 

use out in the garden for science 

investigations and experiments. 

12 Toshiba Thrives Tablets for teacher use. 

  
Our Outdoor Garden is Growing Too!Our Outdoor Garden is Growing Too!  

 

Have you seen the garden lately?   

WOW!  What a transformation!   

70 new grow bags  

3 tiered growing bag stands for planting 

A new irrigation system 

20 new Hydroponic Stacks 

And an array of flowers and plants that the students have planted. 

 

Hello Knights! What a fine group of students that we have here at BEA and many of you have been running a lot of 

miles. Here are the leaders for the school for the first nine weeks: 23 milesðParker Waltz, 26 milesðAlyssa Murdock, 

27 milesðNicandro Wences, and leading the way with 28 miles is Trent Evans. There are a good number of students 

with just under 20 miles for the year. Keep it up Knights, you are doing a great job! Coach Howell and I are also testing 

the students for the following physical fitness items: pull ups, sit ups, body composition, flexibility, and shuttle run. The 

results will come sometime after the winter break. Keep fit Knights and Iôll see you at PE.  

~Coach Mullis  

PE NEWS FROM COACH 



Dates to Remember: 

NOVEMBER 

12- Chess Tournament 

14- Food Drive Ends 

15- SAC 6:30 pm 

16- Bimonthly 

17-Extended Library until 4:15  

18- Dollar Denim Day 

      Walk- a- thon 

21-25 Thanksgiving Holidays  

      (Storm Days 21 & 22) 

DECEMBER 

1- Extended Library until 4:15 

3- Garden Work Day 9am ï 12pm 

5 ï 9 PTA Holiday Shop 

7- Early Release / Interim Reports 

8-Extended Library until 4:15  

10-Chess Tournament 

14- Bimonthly 

16-Dollar Denim Day/Holiday Shirt 

19 ï Jan 2  Winter Holidays 

JANUARY 

2-Storm Day / Teacher Workday 

3- Students return 

5- Extended Library until 4:15 

10-  4th Grade Writing Extended 

Learning Begins 

11- Early Release / Bimonthly 

12- 4th Grade Writing Night 6 PM 

14- Chess Tournament 

16-Holiday M.L. King Day 

17- SAC ï 6:30 pm 
19- Extended Library until 4:15 pm 
20- End of Grading Period 

      End of 1st Semester 

Volunteer Information  
 

Volunteers are an important part of our school family. To maintain campus security, new 

volunteers undergo a Florida Department of Law Enforcement background check at a cost of 

$25. This is a one time, tax-deductible fee for prospective volunteers. 

 

The school office can confirm your approval status. If you are not currently a school 

volunteer, print an application at www.polk-fl.net, search: Volunteer. Return completed 

application to the office with a $25 money order payable to the Polk County School Board.  

 

Upon approval, you will be issued a permanent Polk County School Board badge to wear 

when you are on campus as a volunteer. 

 

The deadline for volunteer approval is February 1, 2012 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOTICE TO BUILDING OCCUPANTS AND PARENTS  
NOTIFICATION OF INSPECTION FOR ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a final rule, 40 CFR Part 763, 

Asbestos Containing Material in schools, commonly referred to as AHERA. This rule requires 

all Local Education Agencies (LEAôs) to identify asbestos containing materials (ACM) in their 

school buildings and to take appropriate actions to control release of asbestos fibers.  

 

All inspections for Bartow Elementary Academy have been completed and a Management Plan 

describing the results of the inspection and the action plan to control any asbestos found during 

the inspection, where applicable, has been submitted to the Governor for approval. A copy of 

this plan is located in the administrative office of this school and at the District School Board 

of Polk County Environmental and Safety Department and is available for review upon request.  

CHESS TEAM  NEWS 
B.E.A. Chess Team had 19 players participate in the 1st Polk Scholastic Chess Tournament on 

Saturday, Oct. 22nd. Eleven of the 19 players won more than ½ of their matches. Ms. Waymire is 

very proud of the BEA Knights! Thank you, Mrs. Gill, for helping us out. 

 

In the Primary Division ... 

Kriti Shah won all of her matches going 3 for 3.  

In the Elementary Divisioné 

Treô Cobb earned 2 İ out of 4 points. 

Zachary Beach, Nicholas Gill, Paxton Grissette, Eli Prescott, J.D. Southwell, Malick Touray, 

Jerin Jennings, and Sierra Graham each earned 3 of 4 points for the day 

Christopher Gill was our top finisher for the day winning all of his matches, going 4 for 4  

 

BEA FOOD DRIVE  
 

The annual BEA Food Drive began Nov. 1st and will end Dec. 14th. 

Please bring non-perishable items and drop them in the collection 

tubs brought to us by Lighthouse Ministries. The tubs are located in 

the hallway by coachôs office. BEA 5th graders will count and 

prepare the items for Lighthouse Ministries to distribute to special 

families in  need over the holiday season.              

http://www.polk-fl.net
http://www.huuweb.org/community-cafe/images/food-drive.gif


THE RED RIBBON WEEK CAMPAIGN 

Bernie Warren, School Counselor 

 

The Red Ribbon Week Campaign was started when drug traffickers in Mexico City murdered Kiki Camerena, a DEA agent in 1985.  

This began the continuing tradition of wearing and displaying red ribbons as a symbol of intolerance towards the use of drugs. The 

mission of the Red Ribbon campaign is to present a unified and visible commitment towards the creation of a DRUG-FREE America.  

National Red Ribbon Week 2011 honors the 26th anniversary of the ultimate sacrifice made by DEA agent Camerena and his belief 

that, ñOne Person Can Make a Differenceò. 

BEA Red Ribbon Week October 21-28, 2011ðMrs. Warren was our Red Ribbon Week Chairperson and this year we combined drug 

prevention, smart choices, and friendship skills. She spoke to students on the news show about the weekôs events, about taking good 

care of themselves through diet, exercise, and wise choices, and shared the history of Red Ribbon Week along with Azariah Spivey 

from Mrs. Williamsô class. We had a special theme each day. 

 

Students pose for a picture with McGruff 
the Crime Dog 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

Friday:  �³�8�V�H���<�R�X�U���+�H�D�G�����'�R�Q�¶�W���'�R���'�U�X�J�V�´ 

Our teachers initiated the week long drug prevention lessons in their 

classrooms. InnerAct Alliance, formerly the Drug Prevention Resource 

Center, works with Polk County youth to reduce the abuse and underage 

use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. Through a Puppet Show, ñNick in 

Nicotine Landò, they taught our K-2 students to resist cigarettes and other 

tobacco products. 

Monday: Student Holiday 

�7�X�H�V�G�D�\�����³�7�H�D�P���8�S���$�J�D�L�Q�V�W���'�U�X�J�V�´ 

Students & staff had fun showing off their favorite ñTeam Shirtsò and 

thinking of fun alternatives to drugs. 

Wednesday: �³�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���+�H�O�S���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���E�H���'�U�X�J���)�U�H�Hò 

 Students & staff practiced their friendship skills and learned how to be 

better friends through lessons on www.storylineonline.net.  

Thursday: �³�+�R�R�N�H�G���R�Q���%�R�R�N�V���1�R�W���'�U�X�J�V�´ - Storybook Character Day:   

Students and staff dressed in Storybook Character Costumes and 

participated in the morning costume parade. McGruff, the crime 

prevention dog, was there to greet our little characters. Students 

celebrated reading and bringing book characters to life. Some classes 

walked downtown to gather Halloween treats from local businesses.  

Friday:  �³�6�K�R�Z���<�R�X�U���'�U�X�J���)�U�H�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���6�S�L�U�L�W�´  

Students wore red spirit shirts to show their commitment to a drug free 

life style on this dollar denim day. They celebrated healthy choices, while 

contributing their dollars to our scholarship fund.  

HOMEWORK  H INTS :  
Establish a specific place and time to complete homework.  

Work for 15 minutes at a time, and then take a small break.  

Read out loud to someone at home for ten minutes each night.  

Keep a journal daily to practice writing skills and handwriting.  

 

Helpful Websites:  

 www.FCATEXPLORER.com 

http://odyssey.polk-fl.net 

www.ixl.com/math  

www.multiplication.com  


