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 óTwas the season to be jolly, fa la la la la la la, 
so the Bartow Elementary Academy Singing Knights did 
just that! The BEA chorus spread their love by adopting 
a family at the Church Service Center this year. The 
students collected toys, food and clothing items that 
were distributed to their adopted family.  
 Also, on December 18th, the chorus traveled to 
the Rohr home and spread joy to all by singing songs 
of the season and passing out hand-made Christmas 
cards (created by Mrs. Hollandôs art classes) to the 
residents. 
 Mrs. Jones, BEAôs music teacher and teacher of 
the year, is encouraging students to develop the 
lifeskills of compassion and generosity for others in 
need this year. 

BEA Singing Knights Give Back this Season 

Mrs. Jones and her Singing Knights ready to deliver gifts! 

Afternoon Dismissal 
One of the primary concerns of our school is the safety of all of 
our students. For safety reasons, students are not to be picked 
up in the parking lot on Wilson across the street from the school.  
We do not have a crossing guard at this crosswalk because this 
is our school bus loading and unloading zone.  Unfortunately, 
some parents continue to pick up students in this lot.  Some are 
asking their students to walk down to the crossing guard at 
Stanford, cross there, and then walk back down the street to the 
lot.  Once again, this is a safety concern for students to be 
walking around in a parking lot where they could be hit by a car.  
Other parents are parking and walking across the street to meet 
students either in the office or in front of the school.  This is not 
fair to parents who wait their turn in the car pick-up line. Please 
help us keep your children safe by abiding by our BEA policies. 
 
Morning Drop Off 
The supervised hours on our campus are 7:45 AM-3:00 PM. If 
you need to bring your child to school earlier than 7:45, Kidcare 
is available.  Please contact Kidcare at 519-3828 for information. 

Also, please do not drop off students in the area designated 
for buses or in the parking lot across the street from the 
school. K-2 students may be dropped off at the covered 
walkway on Wilson Avenue.  Students in grades 3-5 should 
be dropped off on Florida Avenue.  If you have students in K-
2 and 3-5 you may drop them off on Wilson at the covered 
walk way. 
 
If your child is late, it is your responsibility to park in the lot 
across the street and come 
inside to sign in your child.  
Sometimes we have late 
buses that need to park in 
front of the school on Wilson. 
 
These rules were made for 
the safety of our students 
and we thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Student Safety Concerns 



FCAT (Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test) 
by Ms. Darlene Butler, Assistant Principal 

 
 As taken from the FLDOE website: "The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) is a component of 

Florida's effort to improve the teaching and learning of higher educational standards. The primary purpose of the FCAT 

is to assess student achievement of the high-order thinking skills represented in the Sunshine State Standards (SSS) for 

Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and Science. The SSS portion of the FCAT is a criterion-referenced test. The secondary 

purpose is to compare the performance of Florida students to the performance of students across the nation. This 

comparison is possible through the use of a norm-referenced test (NRT) for Reading and Mathematics. The current 

NRT is the Stanford Achievement Test 10© (SAT10) published by Harcourt Assessment, Incorporated." 

 

FCAT Writing  

 FCAT Writing will be given February 9, 2010 to grade 4. Due to budget constraints, the Florida Department of 

Education has made some changes to FCAT Writing. Beginning this year, there will be only one writing essay.  The 

writing mode of the essay will be either narrative or expository.  The multiple-choice items have been eliminated 

from the test. There will be only one scorer per essay.  Without two scorers, a student score of 3.5 will no longer be 

possible.  Essays are scored on a scale ranging from 0 points (unscorable) to 6 points. Students are given 45 minutes to 

complete their writing. 

 

FCAT Achievement Levels 

Achievement levels describe the success a student has achieved on the SSS tested on the FCAT Reading and 

Mathematics. Achievement levels range from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). Science, assessments. ) 

 

 

Level 5  This student has success with the most challenging content of the 

Sunshine State Standards . A student scoring in Level 5 answers 

most of the test questions correctly, including the most 

challenging questions.  

Level 4  This student has success with the challenging content of the 

Sunshine State Standards . A student scoring in Level 4 answers 

most of the test questions correctly, but may have only some 

success with questions that reflect the most challenging content.  

Level 3  This student has partial success with the challenging content of 

the Sunshine State Standards , but performance is inconsistent. A 

student scoring in Level 3 answers many of the test questions 

correctly but is generally less successful with questions that are 

the most challenging.  

Level 2  This student has limited success with the challenging content of 

the Sunshine State Standards . 

Level 1  This student has little success with the challenging content of the 

Sunshine State Standards . 

 

2010 FCAT Testing Dates 

 

FCAT Writing                                                        February 9-11                 Grade 4 

FCAT Reading/ Mathematics                                  March 9-19                     Grades 3-5 

FCAT Science                                                                                                 Grade 5 

 

2010 SAT 10 Testing Dates 

 

SAT 10 Reading/Mathematics                               March 16-22                         Grades 1 & 2  

 



January 

26- Extended Learning, 3:00-4:00 

PM, Grades 3 & 4 

27- Extended Learning, 3:00-4:00 

PM, Grades 3 & 4 

28- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 3 & 4 

Extended Library until 5:15 PM 

E-Team Area Competition 

29- Dollar Denim Day $ 

February 

1- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 4 

2- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 3-5 

Groundhog Day 

3- Bimonthly Reports 

Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 3 & 4 

4-Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 4 

PTA, 6:30 PMðFirst Grade 

Performance 

5- Report cards go home 

8- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 4 & 5 

9- FCAT Writing Assessment, 

Grade 4 only 

Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 3 & 5 

10- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 3 

11- Volunteer Breakfastðmust 

RSVP to Invitation 

Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 4 

12- Citizenship Assembly, 1:15 

PM, Parents are invited 

15- NO SCHOOL, Holiday/

Presidentôs Day 

16-Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 3 & 5 

SAC 6:30 PM 

17-Bimonthly Reports 

Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 3 

18- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grades 4 & 5 

22- Interims go home this week 

Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 3 

22-26 Magazine fundraiser 

23ï All Pro Dad 6:30 AM 

Portfolio Conferences,  

3:00-6:00 PM  

NO EXTENDED LEARNING  

24- Extended Learning,  

3:00-4:00 PM, Grade3 

25- Extended Learning, 

 3:00-4:00 PM, Grade 4 

Extended Library until 5:15 PM 

26- Dollar Denim Day 

4th Grade to LB Brown House 

27- Garden Workday,  

9:00-12:00 PM  

Hello Knights! The students have been 
busy performing physical fitness testing 
this year. So far we have done the 
following tests: body 
composition, sit and 
reach for flexibility, sit- 
ups, pull-ups, shuttle run, 
and the mile.  

Mile standings as of December 11, 2009: 
3

rd
ð 25 milesð Amy Hastings & Nicolas Tolento 

2
nd
ð28 milesðJason Coil 

1
st
ð42 milesðAneri Patadia & Jenny Reece.  

 
Way to go Knights, and keep up the great work!  

 
~ Coach Mullis 

Thatôs a Lot of Running! 

Dates to Remember  
 

CARE PACKAGE  
ITEMS NEEDED 

 

    BEA students are collecting items for 
care packages for soldiers overseas. If you 
would like to donate something small for 
our care package, we would appreciate it! 
(Items like hard candy, toothpaste, soap, 
baby wipes , hand cleaner, snack foods 
that wonôt get crushed- anything you think a 
soldier would like.) 
     Just send these 
items to school with 
your child. There will 
be a collection box 
outside Mrs. Tillôs 
classroom (on the 
bottom floor of the 
main building, where 
the snack machines 
are located). 

We appreciate your support! 

Lost something?  
Check Lost & Found 

in the hallway  

near Coachôs office 



Volunteer Approval Deadline 
All volunteers including field trip chaperones must be ap-

proved by February 1, 2010. 

Science Lab Notes 
 

Green Thumbs  will resume meeting after school on Wednesday starting February 3rd. Remember 

students, you need to bring an adult to work with you in the garden. Mark your 

calendars for Spring Garden Workdays scheduled for February 27, March 20 and 

April 24, from 9 to noon. We are planning some new incentives for the students that 

have participating families volunteer service in our garden and will make the 

announcement prior to those workdays. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to the Bartow Garden Club which has volunteered the funding 

to purchase shade cloth to complete the ends of our shade house. A giant thank you to the members of 

the BGC for supporting our student endeavors in the garden. 

Our BEA E-Team (Economics Competition Team) headed to  Eagle Lake 

Elementary on Thursday, January 28th for the 2010 5th Grade E-Team Area 

Competition. BEA scored 155 points and will move on to the semi-finals in 

February.  

 

BEAôs  dedicated E-Team members are Jennifer Carr, Kelyn Fox, Taylor 

Keene, Alaney Monte, Aneri Patadia, and Harrison Paxton .  

 

These students are to be 

commended for taking on 

the challenge of learning 

over 200 Economics terms 

on their own time. They 

have met after school every 

week since early September 

with their E-Team coach to 

study and prepare for the 

competition. Anyway you 

look at it, these special BEA 

students  are true winners!  
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